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f or generations, Michigan has 
been recording its rich history 
as a summer travel destination.  
In those early years, visitors 
escaped the heat of the city by 
traveling north on ferry boats 

and trains, then later by personal vehicles, 
seeking out quiet retreats along the lakes and 
rivers, under canopies of towering forests. 
To accommodate the crowds, early entrepre-
neurs began building resorts, retreat centers 
and summer camps to provide all the com-

forts of home along with countless activities 
to enjoy the woods and waters of Northern 
Michigan. Thankfully, some of these historic 
properties have been preserved to welcome a 
whole new generation.

CaMp Tosebo
Walking down the tree-lined drive at Camp 
Tosebo, you can almost hear the chatter of 
boys being boys as they escape the heat of the 
city for a summer away in Northern Michi-
gan. Nearly one hundred years ago, the sounds 

of energetic young campers scurrying about 
could be heard.  skipping stones; rowing 
boats; catching fish, frogs and turtles; roasting 
marshmallows over a campfire—these experi-
ences are waiting to become reality, once again, 
at Camp Tosebo in Manistee.
 Listed with both the Michigan and Na-
tional Register of Historic places, Camp 
Tosebo was one of the first summer camps in 
america. Founded by Noble Hill in 1912, it 
operated as the private summer retreat for the 
Todd seminary for boys out of Woodstock, 
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Illinois. The name, created by taking the first two letters of each word 
of the school’s name: To-se-bo. 
 Camp Tosebo sits adjacent to Red park – one of the first summer 
resort colonies in Michigan, founded in the late 1800s along the south 
shore of portage Lake in onekama Township by Manistee landscape 
architect C.G. Davis. The original resort boasted a bandstand and a 
small store, operated by James sandenberg and his wife – the resort’s 
only permanent residents, who were also caretakers of the collection of 
small summer cottages. The neighborhood was also home to summer 
resort area Wick-a-Te-Wah, founded by H. Ward Leonard in the early 
1900s and the portage Lake bible Camp. 
 each summer, boys from all over the country traveled to Camp 
Tosebo by bus or ferry to explore the surrounding expanse of north 
woods and march quietly through Red park to the sandy beach of por-
tage Lake for a day of sailing, canoeing, swimming, fishing and relax-
ing. The Todd school closed in 1953, and operations at Camp Tosebo 
were reduced to an eight-week program – under the auspices of Hill’s 
daughter, Carol Fawcett, and then his grandson, Ross Taylor. 
 The camp closed in the 1970s and was then sold to former camp 
doctor David Wild sr.  Ten years later, Wild’s son, David – along with 
his wife, Lulu Garigiulo – restored several of the buildings and oper-
ated them as a bed-and-breakfast resort for a period of years. When 
the Camp came up for sale again in 2002, it attracted the attention of 
developers who wanted to construct more than a dozen houses on the 
property, with associated condominium amenities, ultimately altering 
the character of the historic property.
 Yet, it was a dedicated group of family and friends (Mark and 
Martha schrock, steve and Kris Darpel, Kim and Joe perrin (Mark’s 
sister and brother-in-law) and Dave (a former Tosebo camper) and 
Fran Wallace (a Tosebo “kitchen girl”)  who banded together to acquire 
the property and bring Camp Tosebo back to life.
 “We spent two years working with Dave and Lulu, developing a 
plan to place more than 40 acres under a conservation easement af-
filiated with the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, with the 
ultimate goal of preserving not only Camp Tosebo but the surrounding 

OPPOSITE: The Clubhouse at Tosebo is decked out for the Fourth of July celebration.
ABOVE: The Welcome House at Camp Tosebo.
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Red park Community,” said Mark schrock. 
“We and the Darpel’s purchased property 
across the street in 1996 and built a cottage 
that we all share, so we were familiar with the 
neighborhood and the camp’s history.”
 so began the next chapter in Camp 
Tosebo’s history. While the previous owners 
had restored three main buildings – the Club-
house, Welcome House and Trunk House – 
the other structures were in need of attention 
from the new owners. 
 “We started by restoring the boathouse, 
then the cabins and outhouses – which need-
ed flush toilets, the tennis courts and several 
small outbuildings,” Mark said.
 Today, the two-story Welcome House is 
outfitted to comfortably sleep 6-8 people, with 
two bedrooms and a couch that converts to a 
bed in the living room. Ideal for a midsized 
family, this charming cottage features a fully 
stocked kitchen, living room with a brick fire-
place and separate dining room.
 originally built as a dance pavilion, the 
1893 Victorian-era Clubhouse with its cov-
ered porch easily accommodates 17 guests, 
with 9 bedrooms and 7½ bathrooms, with an-
tique claw-foot tubs. There’s plenty of space to 
spread out through the fully-equipped chef ’s 
kitchen, dining hall, game room, library and 

large living room with a stone fireplace. The 
motto painted on the mantel is a constant re-
minder of the philosophy of Tosebo’s founder 
“There is Nothing so Kingly as Kindness” – 
taken from a poem titled Nobility by alice 
Cary (1820-1871). 
 “This house really is perfect for families 
and groups looking to create lasting memo-
ries,” according to Martha. “The game room 
is on one side where children can play board 
games or assemble puzzles, while the library is 
on the other side, offering a quite refuge to curl 
up with a good book.”
 The rustic Trunk House – which once 
was a storage facility for the campers’ luggage 
– is a large, one-room studio with vaulted 
ceilings, living and dining areas, kitchenette, 
queen bed and twin bed, and a bathroom with 
a claw foot tub and separate shower.
 several camp landmarks have been pre-
served for future Tosebo generations, includ-
ing a sign that reads “Ho FoR Tosebo-
LaND” that hangs from the arch on the trail 
that led to the cabins, activity areas and the 
Council Ring. The sign has been restored in 
memory of Hal Tonkins, owner and director 
Camp Tosebo from 1963 to 1972. 
 another noted landmark is the Council 
Ring itself.

 
 “Noble Hill wanted to incorporate a Na-
tive american theme into Camp Tosebo, and 
while at the 1934 World’s Fair in Chicago he 
met Chief Whirling Thunder of the Winne-
bago Tribe – who actually visited the Camp 
and suggested that a separate area be created 
and used exclusively for the ceremonial danc-
es,” said Dave Wallace. “When we acquired the 
property, you could walk right past the Coun-
cil Ring without realizing that it was there. 
There were a few remnants of the old benches, 
and after several hours of weeding and raking 
we eventually found the painted stones of the 
Ring. They were mostly still in place, but bur-
ied under six inches of dirt!”
 The Council Ring is still considered the 

most sacred place of all at Camp Tosebo and 
was carefully decorated for the Reunions of 
2005 and 2009.
 Today, Camp Tosebo welcomes new-
comers as well as countless groups of for-
mer campers who are looking to relive 
their youthful days in Northern Michigan. 
Whether enjoying the woods for hiking, 
mountain biking and wildlife viewing or 
the waters for boating, swimming, fishing 
and sunbathing, or the countless other 
activities on premise or off, one thing is 

certain – Camp Tosebo has held tight to its 
traditions of simple pleasures in an historic 
and natural setting. For more information: 
www.Tosebo.com or  www.Tosebo.org. 

Other historic 
resorts of interest in 
Northern Michigan 

include:
Watervale
arcadia’s Watervale was built along the shore-
line on both Lake Michigan and Lower Her-
ring Lake in 1892, as a company town of the 

Leo Hale Lumber Company. The company 
went bankrupt the following year – during 
the panic of 1893 – leaving behind a sawmill, 
boarding house for single men, post office and 
eight houses for married loggers. 
 essentially reduced to a ghost town, the 
property was occasionally used by indepen-
dent loggers and was even the hunting camp 
for a Michigan supreme court judge. Then, in 
1917, Watervale found new life thanks to Dr. 
oscar Kraft, a Chicago ophthalmologist who 
bought the entire town as a summer retreat for 
his extended family. 
 In 1960, Vera Kraft Noble and her hus-
band, Vernon, purchased the property from 
her uncle, thereby establishing it as one of 
Michigan’s premier historic summer resorts 
with nearly 20 cottages of varying sizes, the 
inn and the annex, which include breakfast 
and dinner as part of the lodging package.
 Now owned by Vera’s three children, 
with her daughter, Dori Noble Turner, serving 
as innkeeper, Watervale opens in early June 
and operates through Labor Day weekend. 
The resort is listed with the Michigan Register 
of Historic places and is a National Historic 
Landmark. For more information: www.Wa-
tervaleInn.com. 

ABOVE: Camp fashion!
INSET: A group of happy Tosebo campers, circa 1960.

ABOVE: Families gather fireside at the Clubhouse fireplace.

BELOW: The mantel depicts the perennial reminder that “There 
is nothing so kingly as kindness.”
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Fountain Point
established in 1889, Fountain point is situ-
ated on 54 acres of manicured lawns and 
woodlands along the southern shore of Lake 
Leelanau. Its name comes from the spar-
kling waters that flow here thanks to French 
fur trader andre de beloit, who actually had 
hopes of finding oil on the property. Lydia 
Morrison of Cincinnati purchased the prop-
erty and welcomed her first guests by steam-
boat and buggy in 1889. 
 The resort was a bustling summer des-
tination, operated by Morrison’s daughter, 
Florence Whitfield, before being sold in 1912 
to albert Meafoy, a relative and vaudeville ac-
tor. Under his tenure, Fountain point added 
its cottages, each with indoor bathrooms, and 
the resort flourished. Longtime resort guest 

Victor a. Gebhardt purchased the property 
in 1936 and it is his granddaughter, susan, 
who now owns the classic summer resort. 
 The hotel is furnished with period an-
tiques and boasts a new breakfast room; large 
game room with pool table, ping pong table 
and foosball; three sitting rooms with fire-
places; and a long wrap-around veranda fac-
ing the lake. Nineteen refurbished cottages, 
ranging in size from one to seven bedrooms, 
provide a variety of lodging options for family 
and friends. 
 Fountain point is listed with the Michi-
gan Register of Historic places and is a Na-
tional Historic Landmark.  For information: 
www.FountainpointResort.com. q ABOVE: Campers continue to enjoy the historic Camp Tosebo Boat-

house and waterfront.

BELOW: The Arch leads to forested trails and family adventures.


